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Memoirs of Professor Jan B. Obrgbski

Outstanding scientist and educator, a recognized expert in the
field of construction, Emeritus Professor of Warsaw
University of Technology, died in Warsaw on 8 September
2020. In scientific research Professor Obrebski specialized in
the strength of materials and mechanics of thinwalled beams.
In 1988 he became a member of the IASS, becoming very
active right away. Starting in 1995 he organized annual
seminars of the members of the Polish Chapters of the TASS,
called “Lightweight Structures in Civil Engineering”. These
seminars are continued until today by younger colleagues of
Professor Obrgbski.

Professor Jan B. Obrebski was a righteous man, and an
outstanding scientist and organizer of science.

“Journal of the IASS™ 2020, Vol. 61 No. 4, pp. 3-4




Obituary for prof. Jan Obre¢bski

Tt was a hot June day of 1995 when we met for the first time at Faculty of Civil Engineering in Warsaw
University of Technology in His small room. This was at the end of IASS Conference and started by
prof. J. Obrebski initiative to establish Polish Chapter of this Association in our country. As Ph.D. Student
I had the feeling that I was participating in something very important because this was the first invitation to
the international conference I have gotten by my name. At that time I would never guessed what the profits
to my research career this meeting would bring. The truth is that I have participated a little bit accidentally in
this Conference but starting everything from the very beginning I would certainly do the same.

There is no doubt that the idea of Polish Chapter of IASS and its implementation brought throughout 25
years many Ph.D. and D.Sc. dissertations, many new ideas, papers and discussions. Most of my Ph.D.
students participed in IASS meetings and presented our works since that gave them an opportunity to speak
for large and friendly audience. Prof. Obrebski influence was always very remarkable - the abstract
templates for IASS meetings have still His name as the Author; initial logo of Polish chapter was also
authorized by Prof. Obrebski and could not be modified many years later.

A really unforgettable TASS event was the Conference in 2002 held in Forum Hotel in Warsaw, while a huge
number of the participants from all around the world were present and where the very heavy conference book was
distributed. Those days no one could even imagine personal restrictions we have right now due to the COVID.
Two features of Prof. J. Obrebski made Him very unique — energy and devotion — especially remarkable
in Polish TASS society. Each time He asked personally all the colleagues to submit and to present anything,
He prepared also His own presentations and shared with our community His research findings and the
projects. He prepared the IASS books mostly by Himself by reviewing most of the submissions, asking for
the reviewers, sending reminders, composing and printing these books being one person company. During
TIASS Polish Chapter meeting in £6dz in 2011 prof. Obrebski brought the entire set of conference books
in train by Himself and we spent fantastic dinner in Jewish restaurant in Manufaktura together.

Prof. J. Obrebski was not only the great manager of IASS but also the scientist and engineer. He was famous
for His projects and opinions of monumental buildings in Poland, but also for His numerical studies in the
lightweight structures area with the use of the Finite Difference Method. As the Teacher He was famous for
the lectures and for the academic textbook treating about Strength of Materials with the special emphasis put
on the thin-walled structur]l elements. He was also the face of Polish IASS society during most of the
international conferences and congresses of this society and He co-edited the few international journals
related to the TASS research area.

Prof, Obrebski with no doubt appreciated His collaborators — one could recall the IASS meeting in Warsaw
University of Technology in 2005, where He gave IASS memorial medals to the people strongly associated
with this idea including myself. I was unable to come for Conference opening ceremony, so that prof. Obrgbski
used some further conference break to honor by the medals active IASS people seeing me at the audience.

We all thought that prof. Obrgbski would be among us with His thoughts, opinions, criticism and sincere
help to the Polish IASS people with the next many, many years. I am very grateful that we got to know each
other almost thirty years ago and that we met so many challenges together.

Marcin Kaminski
Chairman of the Scientific Committee

XXVII Conference of Lightweight Structures in Civil Engineering - XXVII LSCE 2021




Foreword

For over a quarter of a century, every first Friday of December has been reserved for many people for a long-
awaited event — the LSCE conference. For all members of Polish Chapters of the International Association
for Shell and Spatial Structures, as well as for many other engineers and researchers, this is an opportunity
to meet colleagues and share the results of their latest work with them. This year's meeting is already the 7R
of this series.

Numerous participation of Polish researchers in the work of the IASS in the mid-1990s resulted in the
establishment of the Polish Chapter of the IASS, which was the largest national group in the Association.
The LSCE conference became a forum for meetings and a place for coordination of organizational activities.
From the very beginning, however, it attracted participants from many other countries and was never limited
only to Poland.

The first meeting was held in Warsaw in 1995. In the following years, other Polish cities were also meeting
places: Olsztyn, Rzeszow, Bydgoszcz, Lodz, Krakéw and Wroctaw. The conference’s publication output
includes more than a thousand delivered papers and twenty-six conference books and one monograph.

It is impossible not to mention the initiator of the LSCE conference, Professor Jan B. Obrebski, who died in
September of last year. For many years he was the main organizer of the conference, and after delegating
these responsibilities to younger colleagues, he was still the spiritus movens of all activities. Many
participants of the conference, and not only, owed their contacts with IASS, and in many cases also
beginning of the international activity to his passion and perseverance. The continuation of the organization
of the LSCE conference and the strengthening of its scientific position will be the best tribute
to the Professor.

This year, the conference is organized by colleagues from the Lodz University of Technology. They raised
the bar in the preparation of conference publications. In addition to the traditional book of abstracts,
a monograph will also be published, and selected papers will be published in the Bulletin of the Polish
Academy of Sciences: Technical Sciences.

Due to a large number of participants, the LSCE conference was scheduled for two days for the first time
in a long time. This is an excellent signal that it has a stable position and is attracting the attention
of a growing group of researchers.

Finally, on behalf of the Standing Organizing Committee of Polish Chapters of the IASS and of all
the Symposium participants, [ wish to thank the organizing team and the sponsoring institutions and
companies for their invaluable contributions to LSCE 2021. Many individuals have dedicated their time and
effort toward creating a successful professional and social gathering. In particular, I would like to thank the
symposium Organizing Committee chaired by Professor Jacek Szafran, and the symposium Scientific
Committee chaired by Professor Marcin Kaminski.

Romuald Tarczewski

Chair of the Standing Organizing Committee
of Polish Chapters of the [ASS

Member of the IASS Advisory Board

XXVII Conference of Lightweight Structures in Civil Engineering - XXVII LSCE 2021
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